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Savor the Flavors of
the San Juan Islands

or =euse, Monica Bennett

Like emeralds floating in a sparkling sea, the San Juan Islands hold a reputation
as one of the top island destinations in North America, if not the world. No
twao islands in the more than 170-island archipelago are alike. Three of the
islands—San Juan, Orcas and Lopez—have the services to support visitors who
arrive by Washingten State Ferries, seasonal passenger ferries or one of the
airline carriers that serve the islands. No matter which of those islands pecple
visit, the locally sourced food scene ranks as a highlight of any trip. In fact,
these islands have earned the nickname "the gourmet archipelago.”

I'he San Juan Islands offer a bounty of dining experiences, wineries,
distilleries and farms that open their gates to visitors. Among unparalleled
scenery, islanders and visitors can saver Lhe flavors of locally harvested oysters,
locally raised meats, fresh vegetables and fruits, cheeses, chocolates, jams
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and much more. In the islands’ villages and resorts, guests can enjoy a glass of
locally made wine, beer, cider or spirits with an excellent meal and a water view.

f

VisitSanjuans

For a taste of local cider and spirits on San Juan Island, visitors go up
island tc Westcott Bay Cidery and San Juan Island Distillery. Here, foraged

island botanicals, such as madrone bark, salal berries, nettles, nasturtium ’
blossoms and various beach plants flavor products. And apples for the #visits)Islands
variety of ciders come from their own orchards. -

When it comes to wine, San Juan Vineyards holds court on this island \8)
Picturesque vineyards and a historic schoolhouse make a perfect tasting @VisilSanJuans

room stop while exploring the island. On Orcas Island, visitors to Orcas Island
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